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Boston Society of Natural History.— March 20th.— The fol- 
lowing paper was read : Miss Grace E. Cooley, " The Eeserve Cellulose 
of the Endosperm of Seeds of the Liliaceae." 

April 3d. — The following paper was read : Prof. Harold C. Ernst, 
" The Antitoxine of Diphtheria." 

— Samuel Henshaw, Secretary. 

The Biological Society of Washington. — March 9th. — The 
following communications were made : Dr. C. W. Stiles, " A Double- 
pored Cestode with Occasional Single Pores ; " Mr. Theo. Holm, 
" Oedema of Violet Leaves ; " Dr. Geo. M. Sternberg, " Explanation of 
Acquired Immunity." 

March 23d. — The following communications were made : Mr. Chas. 
T. Simpson, " On the Respective Values of the Shell and Soft Parts in 
Naiad Classification ; " Mr. F. V. Coville, " Remarks on the List of 
Pteridophyta and Spermatophyta Growing Without Cultivation in 
Northeastern North America ; " Dr. C. W. Stiles, " Two Cases of Adult 
Cestodesin Sus scrofa;" Prof. Joseph F. James, " Remarks on Dmmon- 
elix and Allied Fossils." — Frederic A. Lucas, Secretary. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



The province of Ontario is to have a great reservation for the pre- 
servation of its native animals and plants. The Algonquin Natural 
Park will comprise about a million acres of forest land. No hunting, 
trapping or destruction of animal life will be permitted within its pre- 
cincts. 

Dr. G. M. Dawson has been appointed to succeed Dr. A. R. C. Sel- 
wyn as Director of the Geological Survey of Canada. 

An Austrian Expedition, under the direction of M. Julius von 
Payer, has been organized for Polar research. The present plan is to 
start for the eastern shore of Greenland in June, 1896. 

A course of Popular Science Lectures, given under the auspices of 
the Ethical Society of St. Louis in the Grand Opera House of that city 
during the past winter, includes the following subjects: About Birds, 
or Life in the Air, Mr. Frank M. Chapman ; The Native Races of 
North America, Mr. Frederick Starr ;. Explorations and Experiences 
in the Arctic Regions, Prof. Angelo Heilprin ; About Fishes, or Life 
under the Sea, Prof. E. D. Cope. 
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The literature of games, a subject which has come prominently before 
the public since the remarkable exhibit of the games of all countries 
shown by Stewart Culin, in the Anthropological Building at the 
Columbian Exhibition at Chicago, will shortly receive a noteworthy 
addition in a work on " Korean Games," by Mr. Culin and Mr. Frank 
Hamilton Cushing, of the Bureau of Ethnology, Washington. The 
special field of Korea has been selected for illustration from the re- 
markable survivals that are found there. Mr. Edward B. Tylor bases 
his argument as to the Asiatic origin of Aztec culture largely upon the 
similarity of the Mexican game of Patolli with the Hindoo game of 
Pachsi. The resemblances which he noted will be shown to practically 
extend over all culture, and a theory of the origin of games formulated 
as the result of a searching examination of the games of all people. 
The book will be published by subscription as an edition de luxe, with 
twenty-two full-page colored plates from brilliant pictures by a skillful 
Korean artist, and with native sketches in black and white, of corre- 
sponding games of China and Japan. 

Natural Science will be published hereafter by Messrs. Eait & Hen- 
derson Co., No. 22 St. Andrew St., Holborn Circus, London, England. 

Professor James Dwight Dana, the eminent geologist, who 
for fifty years Was a professor at Yale University, died at 10.30 P. M., 
April 14, 1895, of heart failure, aged 82 years. 

Professor Dana had been ill for about eight weeks, but had, how- 
ever, been able to be about on the streets attending to his usual routine. 
On Friday after being out for a walk he returned to his home slightly 
indisposed. The family physician, Dr. J. P. C. Foster, was summoned, 
but after making an examination said that the Professor's illness was 
nothing serious. Shortly after 10 o'clock that night (April 14th), how- 
ever, there was a change in Professor Dana's condition and, becoming 
alarmed, the members of the household sent for the physician. Dr. 
Foster went immediately, but when he arrived at Professor Dana's 
residence he was dead. 

Although well advanced in years Professor Dana was very active. 
He was a familiar figure about the streets of New Haven, as his daily 
routine was commenced with a visit to the post office for his mail. 

When he resigned his position as professor of geology and mineral- 
ogy, the action was forced by his family because of the decline of his 
health. He had previously been asked by his friends in the Univer- 
sity to give his work up, but he declined, preferring to continue. He 
was succeeded by Professor Henry S. Williams, of Cornell. 
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James DwightDana was born Utica, N, Y., February 13, 1813, and 
was graduated at Yale in 1833. He was appointed instructor of math- 
ematics in the United States Navy, in which capacity he visited many 
remote parts of the world. In 1836 he returned to Yale as assistant 
in chemistry to Profossor Benjamin Silliman. In 1838 he went with 
the United States exploring expedition to the Pacific, under the com- 
mand of Captain Charles Wilkes. His reports on the Crustacea col- 
lected by the expedition, and on the geology of the regions visited are 
standard authorities on these subjects throughout the world. He did 
much important local work in Massachusetts and Connecticut. He 
was a defender of the doctrines of the permanency of continental nu- 
clei, and of the glacier theory of the glacial phenomena of the Plisto- 
cene system. 

In 1850 he became associate editor of the "American Journal of 
Science and Arts." The Geological Society of London in 1872 con- 
ferred upon him the Wollaston medal. 

Professor Dana's works in book form include " System of Mineral- 
ogy," 1837; "Manual of Mineralogy," 1848; "Coral Eeefs and 
Islands," 1853 ; " Manual of Geology," 1863 ; " Text Book of Geology," 
1864 ; " Corals and Coral Islands," 1853 ; and " The Geological Story, 
Briefly Told," 1875. 

A joint meeting of members of the University of Pennsylvania, the 
American Philosophical Society, and the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
was held in the hall of the Academy of Natural Sciences on the even- 
ing of Wednesday, April 10, in memory of the late Professor John A. 
Ryder. General Isaac J. Wistar presided, and Philip P. Calvert 
acted as secretary. Addresses were made by Dr. Harrison Allen on 
" Dr. Ryder's Relation to the Academy of Natural Sciences ; " Dr. 
Bashford Dean, of Columbia College, on " Dr. Ryder's Work in the 
U. S. Fish Commission ; " Dr. Horace Jayne on " Dr. Ryder and the 
School of Biology;" Professor E. D. Cope on "The Evolutionary 
Doctrine of Dr. Ryder ; " H. F. Moore on " Dr. Ryder as a Teacher," 
and Dr. W. P. Wilson on " Dr. Ryder as a Collegian." The speakers 
all bore testimony to Prof. Ryder's merits as an investigator and as a 
teacher, and to his amiability and honesty as a man. 

Charles D. Wolcott, of the United States Geological Survey, has 
had conferred upon him the Bigsby medal of the Royal Geological So- 
ciety of England. 



